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APRIL 12, 2005 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY ADVISORY COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS & PROGRAM 

UPDATES 
 
Response to key comments and requested actions from the meeting on  
March 16, 2005. 
 
RAC Action Items and Key Comments 

No new action items, new agenda items or outstanding issues were identified by RAC 
members at the last meeting.  The board reluctantly accepted the recommendation to 
rescind the exemption for residential green tags from the broader Trust policy on tags.  
Informed by the discussion at the RAC on the solar program evaluation, staff drafted the 
attached response memo for the board.  AT the board meeting, John Reynolds criticized the 
report’s lack of an effective review of the solar thermal program and market. 

 
 
Renewable Energy Program Updates 
 

Biopower 
• Staff hired a consultant, Betsy Kaufman, to develop an outreach strategy for the Biopower 

program, focusing on efforts to market the program’s RFP and learn how that RFP may be 
packaged to generate the greatest number of high-quality responses.  

• Staff hired CH2M Hill to develop a second round of biomass market analysis, focusing on 
the number of potential projects in each of five specified biomass segments, the cost range 
for those projects, and market factors driving and constraining corresponding quantitative 
results. 

• The board approved the Gresham 395 KW wastewater –gas generator and the Dry Creek 
(Medford) 2.5 MW landfill-gas project. 

 
Wind 

• Working with the Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE), staff will offer financial assistance 
to develop applications to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Value-Added Producer Grant 
(VAPG) program. The program provides funding for feasibility studies that support farm or 
ranch generated renewable energy projects. Energy Trust will provide up to $2,000 as a 
cost-share with the applicant to retain assistance in writing the application. 

• Parallel with the USDA VAPG initiative and in coordination with ODOE, staff launched a 
program to provide up to four 60-meter anemometer towers and data collection systems 
for use in VAPG wind energy feasibility studies. The tower and data systems will be 
purchased and installed by the Energy Trust through our contracts with the wind 
monitoring lab at Oregon State University. Data analysis will be provided through the 
Energy Trust Anemometer Loan Program. 

• Three new anemometers are scheduled to be installed during the first week of April. The 
site locations are SE of Arlington, S of Scappoose and Mosier. Two other sites are being 
evaluated; one E of Amity and the other NW of Ashland. 

 
Open Solicitation 



 

 2

• The application for a 150-kW PV system at Encore Ceramics through the Open Solicitation 
Program (OSP) was cancelled because the applicant failed to secure a loan. The applicant is 
considering downsizing the system to 25kW and utilizing the new commercial solar 
incentive. 

• A full application for a 1.1-kW wind system at a residence outside of Salem was received 
and is currently being reviewed. 

• Staff is preparing a draft contract for the Gerding/Edlin solar electric project at Oregon 
Health Sciences University. 

• An initial application for a 25kW micro hydro system was received from Farmers Irrigation 
in Hood River. The application was approved and an offer was made for a full application. 
The project will consist of replacing a pressure reducing valve in a vault with a small turbine. 

 
Utility Scale Program 

• In separate meetings on the outstanding RFP, staff met with PacifiCorp, the developer of a 
proposed Arlington Wind Project and a representative of the Umatilla Tribes, a supporter 
of the project and potential investor. The project timeframe may be more likely in 2006. 
The only other possible project stemming from the PacifiCorp RFP is a wind proposal in 
Idaho.  PacifiCorp staff conducted Energy Trust and OPUC staff to explore the possibility of 
funding the Idaho project, if it was the only one able to meet the 2005 deadlines.  Over the 
next month, final decisions will need to be made on 2005 activities. The staff will report to 
the board on this at the May meeting. 

• PGE remains in discussions with two wind developers for follow-on projects to meet its 
Integrated Resource Plan goals. Energy Trust staff have met with PGE and the developers to 
remain engaged in the efforts. Given the Oregon Public Utility Commission decision 
regarding Texas Pacific Group, next steps are not likely to be known until the end of the 
second quarter, 2005. Staff continues to engage PGE on the master funding agreement. 

 
Other 

• Representatives of Three Mile Canyon Farms met with staff to recent interest in reviving 
the proposed biopower project. As in the past, the project would use dairy waste to fuel an 
anaerobic digester to produce gas and generate electricity. The project is now as large as 9 
MW, three times the original proposal. Options to connect to either PGE or PacifiCorp are 
being explored. Energy Trust continues to support the farm’s efforts, which may be included 
in the upcoming biopower RFP.  

• Staff presented at and participated in meetings with representatives of a UK trade delegation 
on renewable energy. At the request of state and local economic development officials, staff 
also met with renewable energy companies seeking to establish Oregon offices.  

 
Solar 

• Installation was completed on another solar electric demonstration project funded by the 
Energy Trust. DaVinci Arts Middle School hosted a media event on March 17 to celebrate 
the installation of a 1,050 watt system mounted on a pole in the school’s Living Water 
Garden. This school is one of four selected by Bonneville Environmental Foundation to 
receive PV systems through their Solar 4R Schools program.  

• Also on March 17, renewable staff attended a dedication ceremony for Fanno Creek Clinic, 
a medical clinic in Portland that installed a 5 kW solar electric system on the building’s roof. 
City of Portland Commissioner, Dan Saltzman, was present and praised the employees of 
the clinic for making a long-term commitment to clean energy.  
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• At the request of the Oregon Solar Energy Industry Association, staff participated in a solar 
information day for legislators in Salem, providing information on Energy Trust programs 
and the spectacular growth of the industry in Oregon. 

• The new, expanded incentives for businesses were launched.  One new project has applied, 
already. 

• At the request of ODE and the OPUC, the board rescinded the exemption of residential 
solar from the Trust’s green tag policies.  

• The latest program statistics are attached. 
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1/1/2005   - Data Date:

Energy Trust of Oregon
Solar Program Stats

4/11/2005

Solar Electric 
PGE 

Watts Incentives Proj 
PAC

WattsIncentiveProj
NWN

Watts IncentiveProj
Total

WattsIncentivesProj 
Commercial 

Committed  0 42,210$74,598 5 12,166 $27,374  3  8 $101,971  54,376
Completed  0 12,705$28,586 4 13,950 $26,138  2  6 $54,724  26,655

 0 54,915$103,184 9 26,116$53,511  5 Total  14 $156,695  81,031

Residential 
Committed  0 53,830$185,251 21 26,520 $71,755  8  29 $257,006  80,350
Completed  0 40,002$123,093 15 22,058 $75,794  8  23 $198,887  62,060

 0 93,832$308,344 36 48,578$147,549  16 Total  52 $455,893  142,410

 0 148,747$411,528 45 74,694$201,060  21 Solar Electric 
Total 

$715,378$530,934 
Remaining RemainingProgram Budget Totals 

 66 $612,588  223,441

$1,246,312

Remaining

This report has been generated for internal use only from currently available data. It is not intended for 
dissemination to the public, and Energy Trust makes no representations or warranties regarding the accuracy of 

the information contained within. 
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1/1/2005  -Data Date:

Energy Trust of Oregon
Solar Program Stats

4/11/2005

Solar Water Heating 
PGE 

Watts Incentives Proj 
PAC

WattsIncentiveProj
NWN

Watts IncentiveProj
Total

WattsIncentivesProj 
Commercial 

Committed $2,286 1 0$800  1  2 $3,086  0
Completed  0 0$3,139  1  1 $3,139  0

$2,286 1 0$3,939  2 Total  3 $6,225  0

Residential 
Committed $7,111 11$15,013 15$4,583  5  31 $26,708  0
Completed $2,252 4$10,516 11$2,680  3  18 $15,448  0

$9,363 15$25,529 26$7,263  8 Total  49 $42,156  0

$11,649 16$25,529 26$11,202  10 Solar Water Heating 
Total 

Remaining Remaining Remaining

$88,104$26,121$40,448 
Program Budget Totals 

 52 $48,381  0

$154,672

Remaining

This report has been generated for internal use only from currently available data. It is not intended for 
dissemination to the public, and Energy Trust makes no representations or warranties regarding the accuracy of 

the information contained within. 
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